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Chapter 1. Operation Octopus 


AT 2359 HOURS, 12TH JUNE, 1943, THE PERISCOPE OF -H.M. SUBMARINE 
SEAHAWK BROKE THE SURFACE OF THE PACIFIC OFF THE ISLAND OF 
ITS UNWINKING EYE 


KILURA, THIRTY MILES FROM NEW GUINEA. | 
QUARTERED THE SURROUNDING OCEAN THEN FOCUSED ON THE ROCKY) 








EVERY YARD OF THAT HOSTILE SHORE WAS STUDIED BEFORE THE 
PERISCOPE SLID DOWN. THEN THE SUBMARINE PLANED SWEETLY 
ROPELLERS DIED TO 


DOWN TO EIGHTY FEET. THE THROB OF THE 


/) DEAD ON THE FAIR DINKUM TRIB COMMANDER. 
f NOSE, LIEUTENANT YOU'VE DONE US PROUD /” BUT | GUESS 
BLAKE / WE WON’T BE SORRY TO GET OUT O° 
THIS SARDINE TIN. 





THE TWO OFFICERS ENTERED THE 
PRESSIVE ATMOSPHERE OF TH 


ORDERS WE’LL KNOW/ TIDINGS. | 
LAY TEN TO ONE 


IT AINT FOR OUR] F 


‘(| 


i Cth 
GSS N ACS 


CAREFULLY, LIEUTENANT WALLY 
BLAKE READ THROUGH THE 
ORDERS. THEN HE SPREAD A 
MAP ON THE STEEL DECK... 


FP 
YaANialma 
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LIEUTENANT BLAKE FELT THE EYES 
OF EVERY MAN PRESENT ON HIM 
AS HE OPENED THE SEALED 
ORDERS. FOR WHAT WAS WRITTEN 
THERE COULD MEAN LIFE OR 
DEATH TO ALL OF THEM... 


—<——— 
BRIEFLY, IT’S THIS.’ WE'VE 
GOT TO BREACH THE UNDER 
WATER DEFENCE BOOMS 
ACROSS THE MOUTH OF THIS 
LAGOON. OUR SUCCESS 
SIGNAL MUST BE RELAYED TO 
THE TASK FORCE BY O-TWO- 
THIRTY HOURS. THE 
LANDING CRAFT COME 
IN AT FIRST LIGHT, 
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THE ISLAND OF KILURA HAD PROVIDED THE JAPANESE WITH AN 
IDEAL BASE FROM WHICH TO STRIKE AT THE ALLIED CONVOYS. ITS 
NATURAL DEFENCES WERE BACKED UP WITH DEEPLY BURIED 
FORTIFICATIONS... ‘ mn 


IT WOULD BE AHARD NUT TO CRACK AND THAT TASK HAD FALLEN TO 
THE XITH ASSAULT BATTALION, AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. . 


BLAKE SCANNED THE IMPASSIVE FACES OF THE TOUGH YOUNG MEN 
AROUND HIM. IT WAS A SUICIDE MISSION BUT THEY SHOWED NO 


EMOTION. THE RASPING VOICE OF SERGEANT DINGO DRISCOLL BROKE 
THE SILENCE... 


THE BACKROOM BOYS 

GOT IT PLANNED A TREAT! Fiche UP. BUT PLL REMIND 

THEY JUST FORGOT TO SAY TK SERGEANT. WE ALL 

WHAT WE: DO WHEN ee VOLUNTEERED FOR THIS JOBL 
BREAKS LOOSE OUT THERE / : 


\ 





sein 
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THE FIVE MEN DONNED THEIR AQUALUNG EQUIPMENT AND SHUFFLED 
AWKWARDLY INTO POSITION AS THE COMMANDER CONNED THE 


BMARINE TOWARDS THE SHORE LINE~.. T] il | 
\ STAND BY THANKS, COMMANDER, WE’RE 


TO SURFACE. BLOW ; ALL SET TO GO. LOOK OUT FOR 
MAIN TANKS / 4 OUR SIGNAL—THREE LONG FLASHES, 
TWO SHORT... 





SS 


THE OCEAN BOILED AS THE VESSEL BROKE SURFACE. FROM THE 
HATCHES MEN SWARMED UP INTO THE HUMID TROPICAL NIGHT AIR. 


HANG ON 

TO THE CONTACT 
LINE, MEN. 
LET'S GOS 





ONE BY ONE, THE FROGMEN SLIPPED SOFTLY INTO THE TEPID 
WATERS. WITHIN THREE MINUTES H.M.S. SEAHAWK HAD RETURNED 
TO THE DEPTHS, TO BEGIN HER SILENT VIGIL. 
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E LUMINOUS HANDS .OF BLAKE’S WATCH GLOWED WITH A GREEN 
EERIE LIGHT AS THEY CAME UP TO THE BOOM. IT WAS 01350 HOURS... 





SO FAR, SO GOOD / 
NOW, THE MINES AND 
THEN THE NET. 


3 f Bh} . 2 
ah “Mg - 

ND WYNN 
ss 


S 


ONE BY ONE, EXPERT HANDS DETACHED THE DEADLY LIMPET MINES, 
WRENCHED FREE THE FUSES AND LET. THEM SINK HARMLESSLY 
é . 


Devil’s Island 9 


WITHIN MINUTES; CASE-HARDENED- A JAPANESE GUARDROOM ASHOR 

STEEL PINCERS STARTED TO BITE ||A SENTRY JERKED TO ALERTNESS AS 

THROUGH THE LONG STRANDS OF ||A RED LIGHT FLASHED ITS WARNING 
- CT IN FRONT OF HIM. 


sj] SERGEANT “J IT COULD BE q 


HOKUSAI 4 ANOTHER CURSED 
CUTTLEFISH. BUT 
(LL INFORM THE 
OQUTY OFFICER. 





STEEL THREAD THAT CAUGHT 
MOMENTARILY AT HIS FOOT. 


THIN REEDY VOICES PIPED OVER COMMUNICATION LINES. TWO 
MINUTES LATER, COLONEL KINTO, GARRISON COMMANDER, WAS 
EXCELLENCY, THE GUARDS AT 
MANCHU BEACH HAVE REPORTED AN 
ALARM. A PATROL BOAT HAS BEEN 
DESPATCHED TO INVESTIGATE, y 


POSSIBLE THE WHITE 
DOGS COME TONIGHT. BRING 
ME MY UNIFORM ~— QUICKLY’ [EX 
& | WILL INVESTIGATE MYSELF. 
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THE FIVE AUSTRALIANS HAD ONLY ONE LAST STEEL HAWSER TO 
SEVER, WHEN THE DARKNESS WAS SLICED OPEN BY THE BLINDING 
GLARE OF A SEARCHLIGHT. 5 z 


WHITE DEVILS 7 
WE HAVE THEM TRAPPED 7 
START THE ENGINE / 





NEB 


THE AUSTRALIANS STOOD NO CHANCE OF ESCAPE. AS THE POWERFUL 


BOAT SWEPT DOWN UPON THEM, LIEUTENANT BLAKE SAW 
FIGURE STANDING IN THE BOWS... 


“ama | 


yy, 


LOOK OUT, LADS / 
THAT JAP MEANS 
BUSINESS 7 N 


; Devil’s Island uN 

FNCLMBERED WITH HIS OXYGEN CYLINDERS, LIEUTENANT BLAKE WAS 
JOO SLOW TO AVOID THE LITHE YELLOW BODY THAT PLUNGED TOWARDS 
HIM. JAPANESE HANDS WRENCHED HIS MOUTHPIECE AWAY.. 





STILL ALIVE. COLONEL SAN WILL 
REWARD US WELL FOR THIS NIGHTS 
WORK.” 


| ry 


ji full 
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THE TWO A 
IDEFIANTLY AT THE CRUEL,MIRTHLESS 





Ht ES LATER, 
COLONEL KINTO HAD JUSTIFIED HIS 
MACABRE PREDICTION. WITHA 
SAVAGE GRIN OF TRIUMPH HE 
HURLED ORDERS AT HIS SUBORDINATES. 


WITH THE DAWN. REPLACE THE MIN! 
FIELDS. THEY SHALL FIND DEATH 
WAITING WITH THE RISING SUN Z 


aa 
WALIY BRAVE WORDS, MY 
fay FRIENDS. BUT BY THE 


LORDS OF FUJIYAMA, 
THERE ARE MANY WAYS 
ATO MAKE A MAN TALK 
WE SHALL SEE / 


AT O21S HOURS, H.M.S. SEAHAWK’ WAS ON THE SURFACE, HER 
COMMANDER SCANNING THE DARKENED SHORELINE. THEN A BLUE 
LIGHT WINKED. THREE LONG FLASHES FOLLOWED BY TWO BRIEF 
STABS. THERE WAS RELIEF IN HIS VOICE AS HE SPOKE QUIETLY INTO 


MAKE A SIGNAL TO 
FLAG SHIP, NUMBER ONE. 
PHASE ONE OPERATION 





A CODED MESSAGE CRACKLED THROUGH THE ETHER, AND ABOARD THE 
FLAGSHIP OF THE TASK FORCE, A TIGHT-LIPPED BRIGADIER GAVE THE 
FINAL ORDER TO LAUNCH SIX HUNDRED MEN _ INTO THE ATTACK. 


DECODED 
MESSAGE, SIR- 
THE GATEWAY 
. 1S OPEN’. 


\ THEY'VE DONE IT / 
we, TELL COLONEL HARDY- 
3 AWAY ALL BOATS / 


=E 
ZEEE 


Ez 
ei 


= 


Hida 


| 
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THE LEADING CRAFT GLIDED IN THROUGH THE DECEPTIVELY 
PEACEFUL MOUTH OF THE LAGOON. THEN THE SEA BENEATH HER 
ERUPTED VIOLENTLY AND THE ISLAND AWOKE TO THE DEAFENING 





Wi \} 
oy 


FOR PETRIFIED SECONDS, COLONEL] |IN ANSWER TO THE THREE RED 
HARDY STARED HELPLESSLY AS VEREY LIGHTS THAT LOOPED INTO 
THE L.C.!. FOUNDERED SWIFTLY IN 


LIDS, SPORTS / LOOKS 
LIKE WE'RE GOING TO 
STORM THIS ISLAND 

ON OUR JACK Z 


7 
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THE DOOMED VESSEL STRUCK THE REEF WITH A SICKENING IMPACT. 
THEN, THE HARD-BITTEN DIGGERS WERE FIGHTING THROUGH THE 
FLYING SPRAY TO GAIN A FOOTHOLD ON THE RAZOR-EDGED CORAL. 





CURSING AND GASPING, 
THE VETERANS FLUNG 
THEMSELVES DOWN 
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BUT COLONEL KINTO WAS AFTER BIGGER FISH THAN THE HANDFUL 
OF MEN WHO CLUNG TO THAT PERILOUS STRIP OF ROCK. 





LEAVE THOSE FOOLS ON THE 
REEF, WE CAN PICK THEM OFF 
LATER. ORDER THE MUTSUHITO 
SQUADRON TO ATTACK. THESE WHITE 
DOGS SHALL LEARN _ THEY HAVE 
; AROUSED A TIGER “ 


ONE AFTER ANOTHER, 
THE CAMOUFLAGED R 


TY zs 
> C25 
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ABOARD THE FLAGSHIP, BRIGADIER NEWMAN STARED ACROSS THE 
SEA. THE THREE RED BURSTS IN THE SKY AND THE LINE OF 
RETREATING BOATS TOLD THEIR OWN TRAGIC TALE. 


THE OPERATION'S MISFIRED 
PRETTY BADLY, SIR. COLONEL 
_HARDY HAS CALLED FOR COVERING 

FIRE WHILE THEY PULL OFF. 





SARACEN REQUESTS 
PERMISSION TO PICK UP | 
SURVIVORS FROM THE 4S 

REEF, SIR/ 


Devil’s_Island . 
IN LINE O 


18 
THE BOMBARDMENT GAVE FRESH HEART TO TH 
AUSTRALIANS STRUNG OUT ALONG THE REEF. 
THERE’S SOMETHING MOVING 
QUT THERE ON THE BEACH / BY 


ALL THE STARS, /7T’'S AN 
AUSSIE 4 


LOOEY./ THEN 


HEY, 
COMING INTO 


NAVY'S 
PICK US OFF .’ 


FHE'LL NEVER MAKE IT 
ON HIS OWN— GIVE ME 


COVERING FIRE / 


STONE THE CROWS/ 
HE DION'T EVEN LISTEN / 
COME ON, DUSTY, FETCH 
THAT PEASHOOTER ALONG., 


HE’S GOING TO 
NEED HELP, 4=—. 


CURSING LOUDLY, CORPORAL NED KELLY AND HIS MATE, 
DUSTY MILLER, FOLLOWED THE LIEUTENANT 
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WITH CRUEL PAMNENCE A JAPANESE GUNNER HAD WATCHED SERGEANT 
DRISCOLL DRAG HIMSELF ACROSS THE BARREN SAND. CAREFULLY, HE 
HAD LINED UP HIS SIGHTS. THEN, SUDDENLY, THREE FIGURES BROKE 
COVER FROM THE REEF AND THE VICIOUS BURST RAN WILD. 

U] 





\\ 
iN’ = , 
NY a 
WHINING BULLETS BIT INTO THE SAND AROUND THEM. BUT BEFORE 


THE UAPANESE COULD CORRECT HIS AIM CORPORAL KELLY TOSSED 
A GRENADE... 


Z 
YOU TWO GET 
THE SARGE BACK. ILL 
COVER YOU. GET WEAVING, 
THAT'S AN ORDER / 


ie 


YI, 
ie / 


/ 
11) 


| HUY | 
)) ; Wy, 


F, OUSTY 


LOOKED BACK TO SEE THE LONE FIGURE LURCH DRUNKENLY AS 


THE JAPANESE GUNFIRE LATCHED ON TO HIM. 


IM 7 


POOR OLD LOOEY ’ 
SIGHT WORSE 
THAN 


"VE KNOW A OURN 


HE’S COPPED 
iT, DUSTY. 


i), 


(es 


MOUSTY’S WORDS WERE AS CLOSE RESPECT AS A DIGGER 
COULD GET WHEN HE WAS SPEAKING OF AN OFFICER. 


NIPS 2 


VE PICKED 
4 


YOU WANTED 
THE RIGHT 
BLOKE 


: 
é 
I 
E 
= 
a 
U 
e¢ 
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na} 
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aa 
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U) 
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n 
Z 
—) 
1G) 
> 
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FIRE. THE AUSTRALIAN OFFICER NEVER FLINCHED... 
AS THEY REACHED THE SAFETY OF THE BARRIER REE! 


A FIGHT, 
you 


WW 
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MEANWHILE, H.M.S. SARACEN, HER SIDES DRAPED WITH SCRAMBLI 
NETS, HAD EDGED PERILOUSLY CLOSE TO THE REEF IN A DESPERATE 
ATTEMPT AT RESCUE... ; yf. 
ENEMY AIRCRAFT / f 
COME ON, AUSSIES, BEARING, REO THREE 
SWIM FOR IT / WE'RE NOT ZERO LZ Hide il 
STAYING HERE FOR THE mi Cli sae 
DURATION / TABS iil 
WW piensa | OFA 


Zetia 





IN -PERFECT FORMATION THE MUTSUHITO SQUADRON CAME OUT OF 
THE SUN. THEY LEVELLED OUT AT FIVE THOUSAND FEET 
COMMENCE THEIR BOMBING RUN. 





OME ON, 
MATES / THIS 
AIN’T NO BLOOMIN' 
HEALTH RESORT. 


RAW FEAR CLUTCHED AT THE HEARTS OF THE HELPLESS MEN 
STRUGGLING TO REACH THE SAFETY OF THE NETS. 
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BUT, FOR THE MOMENT, THE MEN STRUGGLING IN THE WATER WERE SAFE, 
FOR THE BOMBERS PEELED OFF AND SCREAMED DOWN ON TO THE LON 
CRAFT CRAWLING BACK TOWARDS THE RCE. 





OF NIPPON SHALL DIE 


ATTACK / yy 
4 % y 7 
‘\ Y 2 fo f 


NOW THE ENEMIES V7 
Wa 


-_ 
ee OZE 
THE FLEET PUMPED HIGH EXPLOSIVE SKYWARD AS FAST AS SHELLS 
COULD BE SLAMMED INTO THE HOT BREECHES OF THE GUNS. BUT 
FOR THE AUSSIES, IT WAS A MASSACRE. 
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OF THE SIX HUNDRED MEN WHO HAD GONE INTO THE ASSAULT, LESS 
THAN TWO HUNDRED WERE DRAGGED BACK ABOARD THE WAITING SHIPS. 
COLONEL TOM HARDY WAS ONE OF THE LAST TO BE SNATCHED TO 
PRECARIOUS SAFETY. 

GET THOSE MEN 


BELOW — AT THE 
DOUELE.4 





STEADY, SIR. 
VLL GIVE YOU 


MY MALL RIGHT / SY 
MY MEN / HOW MANY } —\ yx 
-- = oe PES 


IED TO LIMP FOR THE SAFE 


Devil’s_ Island 
WHIPPED AND BEATEN, THEY SLUNK 
AWAY SOUTH-WEST TO LICK THEI? 
WOUNDS. GAUNT-FACED ne 


LOOKED Hi 
BLACK SMEAR THAT WAS THE 
ISLAND OF KILURA. 


WE WALKED STRAIGHT 
INTO IT. IT WAS PLAIN MURDER / KEN. WE PAID ABITTER 
HOW'S DRISCOLL NOW, KELLY 2 DOICe FOR FAILURE TODAY / 





ay; 


ONLY THE Select ps pe a. _ GULLS BROKE THE SILENCE OF 
MANCHU BE: SOON. TH DE WOULD TURN AND CLEANSE THE 
paNeS OF THE NWECKAGE 7 THAT HAD ONCE BEEN “OPERATION OCTOPUS: 


, blltizyor 
ae se ety 
Willd de 


Uddlan, fy a thie yy 


WI a ely Ubi 
I whey e y tll ‘ 
Wel eee 
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FORTY-EIGHT HOURS LATER, THE FORCE HAD REACHED THE SANCTUARY 

OF PAPUA. BITTERLY, THE COLONEL WATCHED HIS MEN DISEMBARK. FOR 

THE FIRST TIME, THE VAUNTED XITH. BATTALION HAD TASTED DEFEAT. 
1 placmmmangaastanamsnaaipese 


YOU'RE BEING MOVED BACK NEVER MIND THE ENQUIRY/ Y 


TO NUMBER THREE TRANSIT CAMP LET'S HAVE MEN AND GUNS 
AND GET BACK AT THE JAPS. 


WE’*VE a SCORE TO 





D 
\® 


“a te 
Vas 


THIS DISASTER. CALL 1 
SERGEANT DRISCOLL 7 


‘4 


Devil’s Island 


NOW, SERGEANT, WE HAVE HEARD THE 


=~ 


TESTIMONY OF LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER YOUNG, 
THAT HE RECEIVED THE SUCCESS SIGNAL. YET OUR 
MEN WALKED STRAIGHT INTO A WELL PREPARED 
TRAP | HAVE ONLY ONE QUESTION TO ASK YOU— 
WHO BETRAYED THE ATTACK PLANS 


CROAKING VOICE. 


IT WAS— IT WAS LIEUTENANT 
BLAKE, SIR.“ THEY TORTURED 
HIM. HE DID HIS BEST — JUST 

COULDN'T TAKE IT, | GUESS. 


7O THE SAPS 2 


a, 
Y, 


L AY! SA 


AN HOUR LATER, GENERAL 
STRICKLAND ANNOUNCED THE 
FINDINGS OF THE COURT. 


Vir 1S THE FINDINGS OF THIS 


COURT THAT OPERATION OCTOPUS 
FAILED BECAUSE OF UEUTENANT 
WALTER BLAKE. IN THAT HE DID 
BETRAY SECRET INFORMATION TO 
THE ENEMY. [IT IS FURTHER 
RECOMMENDED BY THIS COURT 
THAT, THE NAME OF LIEUTENANT 
5 BLAKE BE STRUCK 
BNA 
ok. 


: FROM THE 
Ye A\ REGIMENTAL 
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| WAS WITH BLAKE’S FATHER AT \ 
THE LANDING OF THE DARDANELLES. 
WE WERE BOTH SUBALTERNS THEN. 
HE WON THE M.C. THE NEWS OF HIS 
SON'S DISGRACE WILL BREAK HIM. 







Tween silo 
~ 


<SS> Al Lai (Nem 


TWO WEEKS LATER, REINFORCEMENTS ARRIVED. SERGEANT DRISCOLL 
WAS AWARDED THE MILITARY MEDAL AND THE MEMORY OF DEFEAT 


DME SLIGHTEY WELL, HERE’S TO YER, 


DRISCOLL, SPORT, AN’ YOUR 
LOVELY SHINY GONG. YOU 
EARNED IT, MATE. 
FUNNY THING, 7s F NY 
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| HOW THE DEVIL 


D'yYOU KNOW WHAT 


STEADY UP, 
COBBER / NO OFFENCE 


A TENSE SILENCE FELL IN THE CANTEEN. THEN DRISCOLL TURNED, AND 
LURCHED OUT INTO THE NIGHT. SSS sane ; 








is DINGO’S GOT A BIT MAYBE.’ THEN AGAIN, 'E 
-———{ TOUCHY SINCE WE CAME : WAS THE ONLY FROGMAN TO 


~ OFF THAT PERISHIN* GET BACK. MAYBE IT'S HIS 
ISLAND. HE MUST HAVE i CONSCIENCE BOTHERING ‘IM >. 


HAD IT ROUGH. 


Devil’s Island 
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THE ‘MORALE OF THE XiTH. BATTALION WAS AT A LOW EBB AND COLONEL 


HARDY WAS GLAD WHEN AN URGENT SUMMONS CALLED HIM TO 





NOT SO HOT’ THE MEN ARE 
RESTLESS. THE GREENHORNS 
HAVEN'T SHAKEN DOWN YET, ANDO 
HALF THE OLD SWEATS ARE ON 
DEFAULTERS. /7'S ACT/ON 


j 


A SMILE CROSSED THE BRIGADIER'’S 
FACE AS HE LED THE WAY TOA 
LARGE SCALE MODEL. 


1 DON'T TAKE 
KINDLY TO BASE 
WALLAHS. BUT IF 
ITS AN ORDER... 


sce el 
Pa 


GOOD, SIR’ WE'LL\ 
TAKE KILURA THIS 
TIME, OR WE WON’T 
h COME BACK AT ALL/4 











Devil’s Island 
Chapter 3. Wolf in Sheep's Clothing ! 


POR A CONFERENCE mene iM | fl | 


wo snes coos |All 





EYES TURNED TO THE DOORWAY AND Pat acne GASP OF 


on ae ete ae an Ny im 
14 A 


SIR / Sei 
~ Lé 
Pawan 
ike 
j i ‘| 
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FOR ONCE, THE LEATHERY COLONEL WAS AT A LOSS FOR WORDS. HE 

RUBBED A HAND ACROSS HIS STUBBLY CHIN AND GROWLED A 

GREETING. =< 
ER ...PLEASED TO MEET YOU. 


CORRECT, SIR. MY CREDENTIALS AND 
A DESPATCH FROM GENERAL STRICKLAND. \ ELEVENTH BAT 
I'VE ENCLOSED SOME BRIEF NOTES OF MY\_ FROM G.H.G.,! SUP! 





THE COLONEL’S FACE TURNED AN APOPLECTIC RED, BUT THE 
DEBONAIR CAPTAIN WAS ALREADY ADDRESSING THE ASSEMBLED 


OFFICERS. 
THE JAPS HAVE MADE ONE BIG MISTAKE 
WITH THEIR DEFENCE OF KILURA. ALL THEIR 
FIRE POWER IS CONCENTRATED TO STOP A 
LANDING ON MANCHU BEACH. 


1 WOULDN'T CALL IT A MISTAKE 7 
THEIR AIRSTRIPS ARE INVULNERABLE 
TO BOMBING. THEY CAN JUST SIT BACK 
AND KNOCK HELL OUT OF US AS WE 
LAND. THEY KNOW WHERE WE'LL 
zr LAND BECAUSE IT’S 
THE ONLY WAY 
m_ ASHOR 
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AT THE MAJOR’S WORDS, A GROWL OF | |THE CAPTAIN’S NEXT WORDS WERE 
AGREEMENT RAN ROUND THE ROOM. | |SOFTLY SPOKEN, BUT THEY HAD THE 
THE AUSTRALIANS STILL HAD VIVID EFFECT OF AMORTAR BOMB BURST. 


RECOLLECTIONS OF THE DEVIL’S : 
ISLAND THAT HAD ALREADY PLL LEAD THEM MYSELF / 
CLAIMED SO MANY OF THEIR | LANDED ON THE ISLAND TWO 
gs DAYS AGO AND DID A RECCE, 
f THERE’S A SMALL INLET ON THE 
NO, SIR“ A HANDFUL OF MEN EAST WALL WHERE A LANDING 
LANDED AT NIGHT. SABOTAGE THE COULD JUST BE SQUEEZED ASHORE. 
JAP AIRSTRIP, AND HOLD A 1SHALL WANT TWENTY OF YOUR 
BRIDGEHEAD WHILE THE BATTALION] | TOUGHEST CHARACTERS FOR 
STORMS THE CLIFFS ON THE EAST THE JOB / 
OF THE ISLAND. ‘ 





: <A 7 
. Rn La ll 
AS SOUNDS GOOD-/V 
\ StS THEORY / BUT IS THERE 
A FOOTHOLD ON THOSE CLIFFS, AND 3 
HO KNOWS THE ISLAND WELL ENOUGH, a . i 
0 LEAD THIS HANDFUL OF HEROES 2/ hee) | ms 


STAGGERED, THE ADJUTANT WATCH 
SAUNTER OFF. ED THE DEBONAIR YOUNG OFFI 


PLL PICK HIM TWENTY ROUGH-HOUSE 
TYPES, BUT IT SEEMS LIKE THROWING A 

LAMB TO THE WOLVES. DIGGERS EAT PINK: 
FACED POMMIES FOR BREAKFAST.“ 


HE'S GOT THE 
GIFT O’ THE GAB, ALL 
7 RIGHT. BUT | TELL You § 
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E CAPTAIN GOT HIS TWENTY WOLVES. MEN WHO KNEW NEITHER 
FEAR NOR THE MEANING OF THE WORD DISCIPLINE... 





SO HELP ME, 
SPORT. | MUST BE 
SEEING THINGS / 


RK 


Sky, 


a \ 


=< 


A GUFFAW OF LAUGHTER RANG THROUGH THE RANKS, THEN DIED TO 
AN EXPECTANT SILENCE AS PAYNE CALLED THE TWO MEN FORWARD... 


WAY TO SPEAK 
TO REGGIE / 


Devil’s Island 
FOR A MOMENT THE DIGGERS STARED IN DISBELIEF AS CAPTAIN PAYNE 
ICASUALLY STRIPPED TO THE WAIST. THEN WIDE GRINS OF DELIGHT 


BROKE OUT ON THEIR FACES. THIS WAS THE UNCOUTH LANGAUGE OF 
THE OUTBACK THAT THEY UNDERSTOOD... 


AFTER YOU, NO, KELLY, AFTER (> Ca | 
DUSTY/ you’ I'LL MOP UP VS 
WHAT'S LEFT. : 


\"\ =F: 


“4 
= 
CLiye 

» 


la 
=v hs, 


v 


b 
: COME, GENTLEMEN. 
GIVE YOURSELVES A CHANCE. 


J -& BOTH AT ONCE, PLEASE. 


we 
2) 8 


st 
Y 


THE TWO MEN LAUNCHED THEMSELVES FORWARD BUT THEY DID NOT 
EVEN MAKE CONTACT. A PILE-DRIVER BLOW STOPPED NED KELLY IN HIS 
TRACKS, AND A JUDO THROW SENT MILLER SOMERSAULTING 





THE MEN DRESSED BACK INTO RANKS. | [DUSTY LOOKED ALMOST ADMIRINGLY 
IN THOSE FEW MOMENTS, THE CAPTAIN] | AFTER THE OFFICER AS HE WALKED 
WON THEIR RESPECT. THEN A OFF, BUT ORISCOLL SCOWLED. 


HAD 
SURLY FIGURE REPORTED TO PAYNE. —_] 
GOT INTO YOU 


AT'S 
BLOKES ? JUST ‘CO: 


WAIT ‘TIL WE HIT THE _ 
JUNGLE, THEN WE'LL SEE 
WHO'S SO TOUGH 7 


vA 


A) IT’S A RIGHT WE COULD ALL Bi 


LIBERTY MAKING US SNUG IN OUR LITTLE 
HOOF THROUGH BIVVIES BUT FOR 
. THIS LOT. j THAT PERIS 


\ i 
iA Co Ses 
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RELENTLESSLY HARD PA 
JUNGLE-SEASONED VETE! 
EY TLL LT TO mn PRG 





THE WORD BACK. AN 
FALLS OUT GETS LEFT BEHIND’ 
THIS COLUMN KEEPS MOVING < 
ZL 


Sip Lom os A a 
le le Lean } 
oe. Mo CA NUT j) 
Li VR GG if, OY 
W AMEE OMA 
GREY WITH FATIGUE, THEY HALTED JUST AS THE FIRST LIGHT OF 
MORNING PENETRATED THE ODENSE FOLIAGE ABOVE THEIR HEADS. 


FOR BREAKFAST. MAKE THE MOST 
OF IT, WE GO INTO AN ATTACK UP THE 
NEXT RIDGE AT O-FIVE-THIRTY HOURS. 


DRISCOLL HAD HAD ENOUGH. AS THE SERGEANT HAD TURNED 
PAYNE TURNED AWAY, THE SNEERINGLY AWAY WHEN A SLIVER 


SERGEANT'S FOOT SHOT OUT, AND OF STEEL FLICKERED ACROSS THE 
THE CAPTAIN MEASURED HIS i 


Bey VOU, SERGEANT, NEVER ~ 
TURN YOUR BACK ON THE 


DPD Ca 
as — ‘\ 
A ree 


THE CAPTAIN'S ICY VOICE JERKED THE MEN TO THEIR FEET. 
OBEDIENTLY THEY MOVED OFF. i = 


SPREAD OUT IN EXTEND 
LINE. DON'T BUNCH UP LIKE A 
FLOCK O° SHEEP / GET THOSE 

BRENS OUT TO THE FLANKS/ 


1 WON'T FORGET 
THAT IN A HURRY, 
MISTER BLOOMING 

PAYNE / 





Devil’s Island 

IN THE DAYS THAT FOLLOWED, PAYNE GOADED THEM ON UNMERCIFULLY. 
THEY PRACTISED WITH MACHINE GUN, BAYONET AND GRENADE AS 
THOUGH THEY HAD NEVER SEEN THEM BEFORE, = 





AN 
ek 


Zz 
MOVE, CONFOUND Y 
BY 

LS 
KE. 


[ “oN 
2 , 
'YOU/ MY OLD GRANNIE ag 9] y ax & 
h COULD DO BETTER LANG q 
Be THAN THAT’ gs ¢, Bs 


THROUGH LEECH AND CROCODILE INFESTED SWAMPS HE TOOK 
THEM — TO BREAKING POINT AND BEYOND. k 


| 
N 


TO A TREE | WANT 
IT SHOT UP IN TWO 
SECONDS FLAT?’ JAP 
-\ SNIPERS DON’T 
GIVE SECOND 


a 


HE NEVER ASKED OF THEM ANYTHING HE COULD NOT DO BETTER OR 


FASTER HIMSELF AND THE DIGGERS TOOK THE POMMIE OFFICER TO 
THEIR HEARTS. 





SERGEANT DRISCOLL NEVER TRIED TO CROSS SWORDS WITH THE CAPTAIN 
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AGAIN. BUT IN A TEAM THAT WORKED WITH PERFECT CO-ORDINATION, HE 
WAS A MAN WHO WALKED ALONE. 


OLD DINGO’S 

ACTING UP QUEER. 

IHE HATES REGGIE 
LIKE POISON. 


WHAT THE 
BLAZES HAVE You 
DONE TO THAT BUNCH, 

CAPTAIN 2? 


NOTICE THE WAY HE’S ALWAYS LOOKING 
BACK OVER ‘IS SHOULDER? LIKE ASWAGMAN 
ON THE RUN. | TRIED TO TAP HIM ABOUT IT 

YESTERDAY BUT HE TOLD ME TO BELT UP/ 


TURNED THEM INTO THE 
FORCE THAT WILL HOLD THE BRIDGE- 
HEAD UNTIL THE BATTALION GETS UP 

THE CLIFFS AT KILURA,SIR.Z 
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Chapter 4. Paid in Full 


ONCE AGAIN THE XITH. BATTALION SAJLED INTO BATTLE. GUNS WERE 
(CLEANED AND OILED, AMMUNITION CHECKED AND ISSUED. IT WAS 
H-HOUR MINUS TWELVE. 


"WG 
WRITING ONLY A FEW LINES 
YOUR MEMOIRS, TO THE OLD LADy, DUSTY. 
y>¢ NED ? JUST IN CASE IT DON’T 
WORK OUT OUR WAY 
THIS TIME. 


ISI ‘THE PLAN OF ATTACK 15 
SOUND, BEEN RATIFIED BY 
GENERAL STRICKLAND. 
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THE GHOST OF A YOUNG WHEN WE HIT THAT ISLAND LAST TIME | 

OFFICER ROSE TO HAVE PUT MY SHIRT ON YOUNG BLAKE, BUT 

HAUNT THE COLONEL... HE LET US DOWN / NOW WE'RE PINNING OUR. 
FAITH ON AN ENGLISHMAN WE HARDLY KNOW. 





| RECKON THAF UNDERNEATH 
HIS ARISTOCRATIC VENEER, THAT 
POMMIE'S A PRETTY HARD NUT, SIR, 


THE NONCHALANT EASE OF CAPTAIN 
PAYNE DID LITTLE TO ALLAY THE 
COLONEL’S ANXIETY... Pie 7 
J LOOK, PAYNE. HOW CAN } 

BE CERTAIN HISTORY WON'T REPEAT 


JTSELF ON KILURA? IF WE’?RE 
TRAPPED ON THE CLIFFS, WE WON’T 


| 


Zara 





HOURS. ANY QUESTIONS ? 


eee, 


AS THE DINGHIES GLIDED SILENTLY IN TOWARDS THE ISLAND, SERGEANT 
DRISCOLL’S THOUGHTS WERE AS DARK AS THE CLIFFS THAT TOWERED 
ABOVE THEM. DESPERATELY, HE STROVE TO BLOT THE NIGHTMARE 
MEMORY OF DYING COMRADES... 





PAYNE WAS THE FIRST TO REACH THE TOP OF THE CLIFF AFTER ALONG 
MUSCLE-CRACKING CLIMB. ONE BY ONE, DARK FIGURES DRAGGED 


OKAY, CAPTAIN, 
ALL THE LADS 
ARE UP, RS 


S JAN > (oan ~. 


IT TOOK FORTY-FIVE MINUTES FOR THE THREE MEN TO FORCE A WAY 
ROUGH THE MORASS OF UNDERGROWTH BETWEEN THE CLIFF 
THE JAP AIRSTRIP. 


THEY’RE CHANGING THE 
GUARD / ONCE THAT BUNCH )¥ 
HAVE SHEERED OFF, WE'LL JZ 
, MOVE IN. 








Devil’s Island 


FFLED TRAMPING OF THE JAP GUARDS DIED AWAY INTOTHE 


NIGHT. THE THREE UNSUSPECTING FRESH SENTRIES SETTLED DOWN 
TO THEIR TEDIOUS TURN OF DUTY. 





ea 
ONLY TWO MORE DAYS OF 


m THIS ACCURSED 


BY NEXT WEEK,! SHALL BEON 
LEAVE IN YOKOMAMA, 


ee 


a aa pe 
>i SL a al usta 


—— — 
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IN THE STRUGGLE, CAPTAIN PAYNE SLIPPED ON THE CRUMBLING 5 
OF THE WEAPON PIT AND PITCHED FORWARD HELPLESSLY AT THE 
A JAP CORPORAL. 
2 





CAREFULLY THE CAPTAIN THE GREY, PAIN-RACKED FACE OF 
PLUGGED A SHELL DRESSING INTO] |THE HARD-BITTEN AUSTRALIAN 
THE SERGEANT'S WOUND... RELAXED AS THE DRUG TOOK 

Wie) |EFFECT. a 
... LET THE BATTALION 


‘COS YOU'RE THE ONLY ONE WHO 
CAN GET "EM SAFELY ASHORE 
TONIGHT. PROP ME UP BEHIND 


’VE REACHED f 
~Y THE END O’ THE 
TRAIL, POMMIE —I'LL 
mM TELL YOU WHY! 





YEAH...1 SPILT THE “® 
BEANS TO THE NIPS. I'VE 
LIVED WITH IT EVER SINCE 


COMPANY / NOW GE 
BLAZES OUT O’ 
HERE... 


FOR SOME MOMENTS CAPTAIN PAYNE STARED WITH COMPASSION AT 
THE ROUGH HEWN FACE BEFORE HIM. THEN HE ROSE TO HIS FEET 
AND RAPPED OUT AN ORDER TO DUSTY MILLER. 


VEIVE ME A HAND 0 SET THIS YOU CAN'T LEAVE 
GUN UP AGAIN, DUSTY. WE'LL PROP DINGO HERE, EVEN 
THESE DEAD JAPS UP AS WELL, IF HE DID... 
MAKE IT LOOK AS IF THE 

: AM, “a N 


POST IS STILL MANNED. 





DUSTY’S PROTEST FELL ON DEAF EARS. 
WHEN THE TASK WAS COMPLETE... 


WE'L! DO OUR BEST SO LONG, PAYNE — 
TO EVEN THE SCORE TONIGHT. FOR A POMMIE, YOU AIN'T 
GOOOBYE, SERGEANT A BAD SORT / 





par 


THE TWO MEN MOVED OFF... 


7 17'S THE WAY HE WANTS IT, 
DUSTY.’ HE CAN'T WIPE THE SLATE 4. 

CLEAN, BUT HE’S DOING HIS BEST. | |RUNWAYS AND CONNECTED 

NNO MAN CAN DO MORE, COME LETHAL SLABS OF FUSED T.N.T. 


ON~ THERE’S ALOT TO 00 / 
LAST ONE FIXED/ 


WHEN THE NIPS HIT THIS 
LOT, THEY'LL GET AIRBORNE, 
ALL RIGHT / q = 








mI 
J \". 
KOS 


THEI LUCK HELD. ONCE ON THE WAY BACK THEY WERE FORCED TO 
COVER, AS A JAP SECTION PADDED PAST. BUT BY FIVE MINUTES To 
THREE THEY HAD REGAINED THE CLIFF TOP. 


THE LADS ARE THEY NEED TO BE’ ONCE 
IDUG IN LIKE ALOAD ¥ WE°VE SENT THE CODE WORD, THE ¥& 
O” BLOOMIN® MOLES. \ BALLOON WILL GO UP AT ANY TIME. \y 
TAKE ‘ALF 0’ TOUO’S | WE'VE GOT TO STAY HERE UNTIL 
ARMY TO PUSH US THE BATTALION REACHES US, 
RIGHT THEN- HERE GOES.4 
ER eae 





THE SIGNAL WAS JUST WE’RE GOING TO KNOCK 
ONE WORD, SIR.“ KOOKABURKAS, HELL OUT O* THAT ISLAND, 4 
WHAT THE DEVIL 00 THEY THAT'S WHAT IT MEANS 443 
EAN ¢ AWAY BOATS.’ 
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AWAY ON THE NORTHERN PENINSULAR | [AT HIS OPERATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, 
OF THE ISLAND, A KEEN-EYED JAPANESE | JCOLONEL KINTO GREETED THE NEWS 


WITH A MIRTHLESS SMILE. 
THE WATER. AN N.CO. GABBLED 
EXCITEDLY INTO A FIELD TELEPHONE. 





EXCELLENCY, THERE 


EX MANY OF THEM.) 
4 —=— 
4 ——= z = Sr 


‘ 
ee 


ge va g j 
= warn mA & . 
rT Nee dak ; , P 


ts Joy SY | 
NK ty if Miia 


“ety Marga 
REY AACN 


KLAXON HOOTERS BLARED AN UGLY WARNING AND THE JAP AIRFIELD 

SPRANG TO LIFE. CAMOUFLAGE NETS WERE THROWN BACK AND ENGINES 

SNARLED INTO LIFE. ONE By ONE, ULLET-NOSED BOMBERS SCREAMED 
. eS 


BUT THE WEB OF DESTRUCTION HAD BEEN WOVEN WITH DEADLY 
PRECISION. JUST BEFORE THE LEADING BOMBER TOOK OFF AGREA 
SHEET OF FLAME LEAPT FROM THE GROUND. THEN, WITH A 
TUMULTUOUS ROAR, THE MACHINE EXPLODED WITH ITS ENTIRE BOMB 


NEG aN: wr" ‘ TE Vii 


> 


RG] 


a] 


Wh 
“ 


Z 


; . \ NS \y 
~ oN e . y 


M THE CENTRE OF THE ISLAND, 
AND TWENTY AUSTRALIANS 


SOUNDS LIKE 
Y WE'VE COOKED THE ‘i 
JAP AIRFORCE, DUSTY. 
STAND TO, MEN.’ THEY'LL}' 
BE COMING SOON. 
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SERGEANT DRISCOLL WAS THE FIRST TO MAKE CONTACT WITH THE 
ENEMY INFANTRY. A SMILE CREASED HIS RUGGED FACE AS HE 








THE BATTLE WAS ON. WITH SHRILL SCREAMS, JAPANESE SOLDIERS 
FLUNG THEMSELVES FROM THE JUNGLE ON TO THE GUNS OF THE 


Ze 


IT! FUE! ra é BANZAI“ 
sai LE. ° BANZAI / 





LET EM HAVE 


BERD 
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THE FIRST WAVE WERE CUT DOWN EVEN AS THEY EMERGED FROM 
THE UNDERGROWTH, BUT OTHERS SCRAMBLED OVER THEIR FALLEN 
COMRADES WITH FEARLESS FANATICISM. 





DON’T GIVE GROUND, 
MEN. WB&’VE GOT TO HOLD 
'EM HERE % 


CAPTAIN PAYNE HAD LITTLE HOPE OF HOLDING THE SWARMING HORDES 
FOR MORE THAN A FEW MINUTES. BUT ALREADY THE FIRST ASSAULT 
BOATS HAD GROUNDED ON THE PEBBLY BEACH. GRAPPLING HOOKS 
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ASSAULT COMPANIES 
AWAY. BRING IN THE VICKERS 
GUNS AND MORTARS. 


DUSTY ROSE SLOWLY FROM BESIDE 
ENEMY. OF THE ORIGINAL TWENTY, HIS DEAD COMRADE AND TOOK UP 
ONLY EIGHT WERE STILL IN THE FIGHT] |HIS RIFLE IN A STEELY GRIP. 


REST EASy, NED. 


PLL MAKE "EM PAY 
FOR THIS,MATE 4% 


fei 4 


L 
=> 
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'NOTHING COULD CHECK THAT RESOLUTE CHARGE. THE JAPS BROKE 
RAN, PAYNE FOUND DUSTY CONDUCTING HIS OWN PRIVATE VENDETTA. 


BE WITH YOU, ME OLD 
CHINA — JUST PAYING 'EM 
BACK FOR NED 7 


an) 


HEAVY MA HINE GUNS. 
| , MOVE IN AND FINISH 


OKAY, LADS, LET'S 
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iT HAD COST THE AUSTRALIANS DEAR TO GAIN A FOOTHOLD, BUT 
ONCE ASHORE, THEY FOUGHT WITH SUCH A MERCILESS TENACITY 
AND BY O800O HOURS THE ISLAND WAS THEIRS. 





ALL RESISTANCE ANYONE SEEN | THINK THAT’S 
CEASED, SIR. CAPTAIN PAYNE AND 
HIS MEN SINCE WE 
LANDED 2 


CAPTAIN PAYNE SNAPPED A 


DUSTY MILLER’S FACE CRACKED 
INTO A WIDE GRIN AT THE COLONEL'S ||GUESTION AT HIS ARROGANT 
PRISONER. THE JAPANESE COLONEL 


GROWL OF INDIGNATION. 
ay ANSWERED IN FAULTLESS ENGLISH, 


<= 
DON'T GET ALL STEAMED | F— 
COLONEL, YOU CAPTURED 


IHAVE YOU / REGGIE HAVE PICKED A YOUNG LIEUTENANT FROGMAN. 
BEEN 2 / UP HIS NIBS HERE, THE JAP WAS IT HE WHO BETRAYED THE 


Pr { COMMANDER. JUST 97, 


COMMITTED 
HARA“KIRI, 


= eg 


Ly 


AM [ID < W9' Xe 
(6 6 say ~4 j THEN-THEN WHO 


ai . Num Ml WAS IT THAT GAVE YOU 


Devil’s Islan 
NOBODY QUITE SAW WHAT HAPPENED NEXT. SOMEHOW, THE JAPANESE 
COLONEL BROKE FROM THE CAPTAIN'S GRIP AND JUST FOR ONC 
PAYNE’S REACTIONS : 
WERE VERY SLOW. ? 


SORRY, SIR. 
| MUST HAVE 
SLUPPED / 


rBY THUNDER, I'LL SEE THAT 
YOUNG BLAKE’S NAME IS CLEARED/ 
UT NOW WE'LL NEVER KNOW. ; 2 
"5S BETTER THAT WAY: ¢ j vue frie 
= se Y, | Re 
at 


. 
\\ 





YES, THEY TELL 
ME [T'S TERRIBLY 





be lent, resold, 
or affixed to or as part of any publication or advertising, literary or pictorial matter whatsoever, 6/1/64 


ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS ... ACTION... DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 225—SURPRISE AND KILL No. 226—RO UGH PASSAGE 









The element of surprise can win a _ Battered by storm and tumult, fire and 
skirmish—or even a battle. So the foe, it seemed that the goddess of 
paratroops came into being—the ‘“‘sol- fortune had forsaken the sea captain. 
diers with wings.” 
ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 

No. 224—ADVANCE 


Next month’s FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
3rd February, are :— 

No. 228—CRASH LANDING No. 230—NO RETREAT 

No. 229—TRAIL OF THE AVENGER No. 231—A CAGE OF TIGERS 





\\Ue\— SEND ONE ff°STAMP 
ra:;— You get back 


.2\— FIG 
LO \ \ \ DIFFERENT STAMPS ALOE 


Just look at this exciting offer! You get giant SB, STAMP SIZE 
collection of 116 all different genuine stamps. PORTRAITS OF THE 


Here are some highlights: TOGO-set of 2 Rings « Queens of England 
<i * - 








Yuri Gagarin Spaceman; CHAD-4 exotic 
animal triangles; POLYNESIA-2 South Sea 
beauty queens; ALBANIA-set of 4 old im- 
perforate ‘Double Eagles’. MONACO-giant 
Lourdes diamond shape. (So far every stamp 
is in brilliant mint condition). 
Also: MALDIVES-U.N. Anniv.; new African 
country of RWANDI-Independence stamp 
with map (also mint). JAPAN-New Year. 
This splendid collection includes triangles, 
diamonds, imperfs. hard-to-get countries and 
many fascinating and unusual stamps and 
sets from all over the world. Grand total 116 
all different genuine stamps. 
FREE iF YOU ORDER NOW, 42 STAMP SIZE 
PORTRAITS OF KINGS OF ENGLAND SINCE 
WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR. 
This fabulous showpiece cannot be 
obtained elsewhere at any price! 
ALL YOURS FOR JUST 1/- 
IN UNUSED STAMPS (OR POSTAL ORDER) 
TO INTRODUCE FAMOUS BARGAIN APPROVALS. 


Approvals are stamps sent for inspection and purchase. They ASK FOR 


are the easiest and most interesting way to build a collection 


at a low cost—and enjoy stamp collecting. But please tell your LO T P29 


parents you are answering this advertisement. 
50. DENMARK HILL. 


BROADWAY APPROVALS. ~ ionvons.c.5. 


, ' 
l enclose 1/-. Rush me the 116 different stamps plus the 42 Portraits. Send a 
selection of bargain approvals for free examination. 
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Please tell your parents you are answering this advertisement. 


